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tear fell in the stream and became a golden lotus imme-
diately Indra asked her why she wept^ancTshe requested
%m to follow her He saw Shiva with his wife playing
at dice and being disregarded exclaimed " I^am the Lord
of the Universe " Shiva looked at him and only
laughed Indra raised his hand but it \\as made mo-
tionless Shiva then said " You are proud Look into
that cave There are four previous Indras confined
there Go >ou all to the earth and be born a^ mortals
This damsel who is the prosperity of heaven \\ill be
your wife " Indra trembled and consented They
then went to Narayana, the Lord of the Universe, and
told him what had happened He too snatched tvvo
hairs, one white and the other black, from his body and
thev were laid in the womb of Devaki and Rhohmi, the
two queens of Vasudeva Thus weie born Bahama,
the white, from the white hair and Krishna from the
black one The fi\e Indras became the five Pandavas
and the Laxrm of heaven is Draupadi The commen-
tator explains that the word hair meant semin and that.
Krishna was born directly of Han or Nara}ana He
tries m this way to explain the apparent discrepancy
from the modern belief, viz , that Knshna was a full and
not a partial Avatara But other discrepancies still
remain Balrama is not now believed to be an Avatara of
Vishnu, thougn in the above he is shown to be as full an
Avatara as Krishna himself Moreover theie is not that
Subordination of Prajapati and of Shiva to Vishnu in
the above account which is to be found m the usual ver-
sion The Pandavas too are all looked upon as Indras
Draupadi is merely the prosperity of htaven